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Rife, Principles, and Diſcipline of the 
People called QUAKERS.. . 


BO UT. the middle of the laſt Century 
George Fox, of Drayton in Leiceſterſhire, a 


Man of a ſerious and religious Frame of 


Mind, . viſited many well-diſpoſed People in the 
neighbouring Counties, preaching to them» that /e 

| feeret Difates of the: Grace off Gan, or | univer/al 
Light of Car1sT, led directly to Holineſs, or Pu- 
_ rity of Heart, and Purity of Heart to Heaven. 
This Teacher met with ſurprifing Succeſs by his 
pPropagating this Scripture Doctrine; and his Fol- 
lowers were at firſt. called Children of | the Ligbt. 
But the | uncommon Fervency with which Fox, and 
his Friends, preached to piouſly-diſpoſed People, ſo 
affected their Minds, that they apps broke 
out into Tears, and tremblid for which, in Deri- 
ſion, they were called Qualers But as a Term of 


Good, nature and mutual Love, that ought to ſub- 


ſiſt amongſt Chriſtians, they ſtyle themſelves Friends: 
As I look upon it to be ungenerous to miſrepreſent 
the religious Tenets of any People; therefore I 
mall give the Principles of the Qgalers from their 
. own * Accounts: I has been ſaid, that theſe People 


_ ® Partly from i Penn's Key, and partly from a 
well-approved Manuſcript, intitled;” The Riſe, meſt diſ- 


#*<-* | 


© tinguiſhing 


'4 

; | 
s 
{ 

nz | 

| 


* 


144 


* 


Anz the Serifturer, as they deny them” to be the mr 


of Gop. To which they anſwer : ** The 2uaters 
own and ſtyle the Scnptures, as the Scriptures 
« own and Riyle themſelves, viz. A Declaration 


<<. of thoſe Things moſt truly believed, given forth 


e« in former Apes by the Inſpiration of the Holy 
c« Spirit, conſequently, that they are profitable 
for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for 
*« InſtruQion in Righteouſyeſs ; that the Man of 
% Gop may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto 
«« all good Works, They are the Form of ſound 


„Words: We profeſs to believe them, read them, 


« and ſay, It is the Work we have to do in this 
„World, and the earneſt Deſire of our Souls to 
„ Almighty God, that we may ſee and witneſs 
«« the fulfilling of them in and upon ourſelves ; 


that ſo God's Will may be done on Earth as it 


% is in Heaven. But to call them the Word of 


CY 


God, {the Ground of the Charge) which they 


«© never call themſelves, but which they peculiarly 
«« denominate and call CHR Is T by, in Reverence 
„ fo Cunisr, and in no Slight to them, (which 
«« we believe to be of divine Authority, and em- 


«+ brace as the beſt of Books, and allow to be'as 


2s much the Word of Gov, asa Book can be) they 


do, as in Duty and Reaſon bound, attribute that 


Title to CHuISsT only, And yet as the Word 


mand of Gop, referring to the 
ter commanded as the Mind of God, it may 


„of Gop may, in ſome Senſe, grüß, the Com- 
hing or Mat- 


be called the Mord of | the Lon b, or Word of 


* Gop: As on particular Occaſions, the Praphets 
had the Word of the Lok, to Perſons and 
Places; that is to ſay, the Mind or Hill of Gov, 
or that which was | commanded” them” of the 


- tinguiſhing Principles and Diſcipline of the People called 


Preſs: To whic 


uakers Way of Abftrafi, which is deſigned for the 
Peg: Te 2 with Barclays Gs, 1 


refer. my Reader for a more particular Account. 155 


A 


Low to declare or do. 80 Cart uſes it, 
when he tells the Pharifeer,' that they had made 
the Word (or Command) of Gon of none Effet 
en by their Praditions. But becauſe People are ſo 

„apt to think, if they. have the Scriptures, they 
e have all, (for that they account them the only 

„Word of God, and fo look no farther ; that is, 

% to no ofber. Word; from whence theſe | 
Words come) therefore theſe People have 
. 44 conſtrained; and theybelieve, by God's good _ 
:60\xitz/ once and „to point! them to the great 
„ (Word: of Words, 'Cunysr Jesus, in whony is 
Life, and that Life the Taght of Men; that they 
<4 might feel | ſomething” waarr to them chan the 
«« Scriptures, to wit, be Ward in vb Heart, from 
« hence all holy Seripture came, which is CynisT 
 w«avithin them, ' the of their Glory. And, to 
1% be \ſure; he is the only right Expounder, as 
well as the Author, of holy DN and with- 
s dut whoſe Light, Spirir, or Grace, they * 
* . Na e I Enna 


5 is ſaid that , Quakers deny he Thin. 
| To. which they re Pliny FThey believe in the 
© Holy Tree, or the Father, Word, 
© av" Spirit, according td the Seripture + and 
that Nr — — ant — One; 
of bas Manie as * — Will: But are very. 
tender of qui Num and Röraſts for 
_ * $choolmen's; ſuch ws 255 1 and ſeparate Perſons and 
© Subſtaiites, Er. ate; from whence People are apt 
to entertain groſs Ideas and Notions of yr - 
„cher, Son, and —.—. 429 Gey 

* that #' curious Inquiry into theſe hi 

* Relations, and aer ſpeculative f. — 
* never ſo great Truths in themſelves, tend little 

to Godlinefs, and leſs to Peace. And therefore 
they cannot gratify that Curioſity in themſelves 

or others, ſpeculative Truths being, in their 

a Denn to be * and Bur 


© be: ſo, according to! Seripture, ix. 
© vas Life, and that - Lift the * 0 e 4 * 
1. Goo wer ally Bled fer T 


1 6 ] 
and never to be made the Meaſure — Condit 
« on * MN Communion.“ by e | | 


1 — EE 
1 . 3 12 


by i the Quakes A Cntrer't to 18 Gov: 5 
To which they anſwer : This is a moſt untrue and 


* 


© unreaſonable Cenſure: For their great and cha- 
© raQeriftic Principle being this, That Curr, as 
the Divine Nord, lighteth the Souls: all Men ther 
* comp. into ' the World with a ſpiritual: and. mam 4 
* Light, (which nothing but the Creator of Sou 
can do) it does — : ſhew they believe him 


to be Go; for they truſ und enpreſſ on — 
1 him 


Ik i 3 0 1211 65 . 


i is ſaid alk, bur ol Foes deny: the buman 


Nature CHaIs T. To which they reply: We 
never taught, ſaid, or held, ſo groſs: a 
For as we believe him to be — all, Bleſſed 


bing: 


« for ever; ſo we do as truly believe him to be of 


the Seed of Abraham and David after the Fleſh; 


and therefore truly and property: Man, lite 1 in 
4 ell Tags: eee 1 172015 „ £4 
; 1 4622 wn * 
* avi 4. ene that the. — e ee 


10 Ręſurrection of ibe Dead, non turen: 


To which theſe People anſwer: We deny not, but 


believe, the Reſurrection according to the Serip- 


_ * ture, not only from Sin, but alſs from Death, and 


the Grave; but are con/cientionſly cnutious in ex- 

preſſing the Manner of the Reſurrection intended 
in the Charge, becauſe it is leſt a Secret by the 
n Holy Ghoſt in the Seripture. Should People be 


 * angry with them, for not expreſling or aſſerting 


« what. is hidden, and what is more curious than 
« neceſſary to be known, and in Which the Objec- 
« tors: themſelves cannot be Poſitive - Thou: Fool, 


is to the curious Inquirer, as ſays the Apoſtle c, 
2 n * the „ vn . a 


— ks 


Fd 


£23. 1 


. which Gov. ſtall pleaſe to give. them 1 
_ © being aſſured, that their Corruptible ſball put on 
© Incorruptien, and their Mortal ſhall put on Immor- 
* cality'; but in ſuch a Manner as pleaſeth Gop. 

And, in the mean Time, they eſteem it their 
„Duty as well as Wiſdom; to acquiz/ce in his holy 


Will. It is enough that they believe the Re/arrec- 
« tion, and that with a g/orious and izcorruptible Bedy, 


without further Niceties ; for to that was the 
© ancient Hope. Now. as. to eternal. Rewards, they 


n not only believe them, but, as the Apoſtle ſaid 


of old, above all People have the greateſt Reaſon 


« ſo to do; for: otherwiſe who is ſo miſerable? 


„Do they inherit the Reproach and Suffering of 
© all that have ſeparated, from Time to Time, 
« from National Churches? That is to ſay, are the 
_ * Outcries. that have been made againſt the Prore/- 


 4:tants by the Papits,. and thoſe: of the Church e 


England againſt the Puritans, Brownifts,, and Se- 
paratiſts, fallen ſo thick upon them, and:-ſhall 
- © they hold Principles incamfiſtent with an eternal 

© Recompence of-Reward:? By no Means. It: is 


© their, Faith, their Hape, their Intereſt, and what 


© they wait, and have ſuffered for, and preis, as an 
© Encouragement to Faithfulneſs, upon one another. 
And the contrary thereſore muſt be both an un- 
juſt and improbable Suggeſtion of their Adver- 
© ſaries../ They believe that Heaven is both a. Place 
© and; State of inexpreſſible and endleſs: Joy for the 


«Godly ; and Hell a Place and State of inex preſſible 


aud endleſs Miſery. for the. Wicked, and ſuch as 


forget Gop ; an Earneſt, of each may de wit- 


+ nefled m als e wr v8 ens in the 18 
% AUO 4: 2 2 8 1 4s 7 4 F 2 


17 Is, kJ ) 


pw + is el ito 1. 1 that 15 hold the na. 


. Light in the Conſcience 9 1 * wy 
a oa ar; | 


World, as | ſufficient to fave 
Jo they qverthrow Salvation by CHR. To which 
thay 2 * : Their Belief and Aſſertion i is, That 


. 


1 e | _ Canter 


* 


1 
i 
| 


* 


„ Cunisr, e Ward; that was 'awith: Gov, 
+ and was | Gov, (and is ſo for ever) hath emliph- 
fene every Man that. cometh into vel World, with 
« his own|Light, which leadeth directly to Holineſs, 
or Purity of Heart, and Purity of Heart to Hea - 
ven. | So that they aſſert the Light Enaisr 
to be ſufficient to ſave; that is, to convince of Sin, 
lead out of it, and quicken the Soul in the Ways 
« of Holineſs ; and not to be a/natural Light, other- 
„ wile than as all Men, born into the Worid, have 
2 Meaſure of Cunisr's Light; and ſo it may, 
in a Senſe, be ſaid to be natural to all Men, 
becauſe ali Men have it, coming into the World. 
For this Light is ſomething elſe than the bare 
« Underſtandin a Man hath-as a rational Creature: 
Since, as ſuch, Man cannot be 4 Light to him- 
F « ſelf; but has oale a Capacity of ſeeing by Means 
1 of the Light, with which Cantisv the Word 
wo « enlighteneth. him. For we can nd more be a2 
. mental or intellectual Light to ourſelves,” than we 
'Y are an external and corporeal Light to ourſelves : 
- But as the Sun in the Firmament is the Light of 
our Bodies, ſo the Light of the Divine Word ts 
=. the Sun of our Souls, the \ glorious Luminary of 
a0 the intellectual World; and 2 n walk in it, 
ü ne e 016 bh nee yi” B. 
. as 11 3 
2 bey e „That this' Light within is 
: 1 ſynonymous with the Holy Spirit, or Grace: For 
. Moſer, in the Old Tilumour; oo reprefents this divine 
- Principle as the general Teacher of the antedilu- 
ian World in theſe Words: The Lon p faid, my 
Spirit ſhall nat akways fte with Man, agree 
able to the Prophet Micah z He hath ſhrwed thee, 
O Man, what is Good, And in the New Teſta- 
© ment, *Sf. Jobn, f. peaking of Crr1s7, declares, 
: that He was 8, 4 Light, aubieb lig bun 
Mas tbar « cometh into the World. And St. Paul, 
in like Manner, That tht Grace of Gov, 4700 
En hath ic to all Men, teach- 
- 5 of ing | 
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© ing. us, that, denying Un line/s and worldly Luft, 
« ave ſhould live ſoberly, bf. oy and godly, in this 

« preſent World. Here the Divinity, Vaiverſality, 


« and conſequently the Sufficiency, of this inward 


Teacher is proved. And they hold, agreeable 
to the Tenth and Sixteenth Articles of the Church, 


That the Condition of Man after the Fall is ſuch, 


« that he cannot turn, and prepare himſelf by his 


+ own natural Strength, ſo as to have Power to do 


good Works, Without the Grace of Gov. And 


after we have received the Holy Ghoſt, (ſuppoſed 


« by the Church, to be- conveyed by Baptiſm) we 
may depart from Grace given, and fall into Sin, 


and by [the Renewal of ] the Grace of Gon. we 


may riſe again, and amend our Lives; And, 
© agreeable to the Church, that this 1.ight, or Holy 
Spirit, leads to right judgment in all Things, and 
« into all Rightcoufa 

of the Grace or good U of God are generally, 
* and moſt certainly, | diſtinguiſhed by good Ef- 


. * 7 
"I. 


I it ſaid, that the Quakers ert the Spirit of Gon 


to be the immediate Teacher; and that there is no other 
Meant now to be uſed, as Miniftty  Ordinantes, Kc. 
To which they reply : *©* They never denied the 
« Uſe of Mears, but to. this Day, from the Begin- 
* ning, they have been in the ; Practice of them. 
+ But then they are ſuch. Means as are uſed in the 
* We and Power of God, and not in and from 
« 

or Imitation, the only Thing they ſtrike at, For 
* Tnſtance, they cannot own that to be a Co/pel- 
+ Miniſtry that is without a Gel. Spirit; or that 
+ ſuch can be ſent” of Gop, that are not taught of 
«+ Gor; or that they are fit to teach others wher 


' © Regeneration and the Way to Heaven are, that 


have never been born again themſelves; or that ſuch 
can ever bring Souls to Gov, that are themſelves 
Strangers to the Baptiſm of Fire, and the Holy 


« Ghoſt 


eſs : And that the Incitements 


an's mere Wit, Will, or carnal Invention, 


1 Milde 
| « Ghoſt ; never having been circumciſed . with the 
{ « Circumciſion of the Heart in the Spirit; which is 
j * abſolutely neceſſary to make a true Few or a rea! 
«* Chriſtian, and much more the requiſite Qualifi- 
cation of a Goſpel- Miniſtry. This anexperienced 


and lifeleſs Miniſtry is the only Miniftry, and 
| * ſuch the only Miniſters, that the Puakers cannot 
„ baun and receive, and therefore cannot maintain. 


| For the Miniftry and Miniſters, that are according 
I : to the Scripture, they both own, reſpe& and de- 
3 © light in, and are ready to aſſiſt and ſupport in 


| * their Service for Gop. All are deſired to take 
] Notice, that Evangelical Means and Oraer they 


love, and deſire to keep: For tbey diligently 
| + aſſemble themſelves together to wait upon Goo, 
4 « to enable them to worſhip him, where they both 
| | pray and propheſy, *® One by One, as prepared and 
F _ * moved in their Hearts by his Spirit; and as any 
3 7 Thing is revealed to them, according to the Primi- 
« tive Practice ; otherwiſe they are Ment before the 
= Lond. For they profeſs this Enlargement of the 
3 .* Spirit as a general Goſpel Privilege; and that, 
5 Fs for the Edification of the Church, it pleaſes God 
A © now, as in the primitive Times, to give peculiar 
| * Gifts of the Spirit to ſome, to qualify them for 
3 the Miniſtry, and other Services: All which they 
| J apprehend is no more than what the eſtabliſhed 
ial P Church profeſſes ; fince a Perſon cannot enter 
* into Deacon's Orders without firſt declaring, that 
Y © he truſts he is znwardly. moved by the Holy Ghoſt 
| to take upon him that Office and Miniſtration ; 


H and, when he advances higher into Prieſt's Or- 


| dere, the Service that is then read, ſeems to be 
i _ . © choſen on purpoſe to ſhew, that the various 
i „Gifts of the Spirit are Mill continued. But they 
[| | e CES 087 MAR rant Ro? 
3 Nat 1353 40 „ Sint awe emma awe » 
j Propheſy in this Place is Hnonymaus with (Preach, 
9 t appears farther un. 
TSS: « lay 


3 
_ « ſay, that Men ought. to be very modeſt in their 
Pretenſions to theſe peculiar Gifts ; for that no 
Man has ſufficient Grounds to think, that he is 
called to the Miniſtry by the Holy Ghoſt, without 
feeling a preſſing diſintereſted Love to the Bre- 
« thren,. with a Senſe of Duty. to Gov, like S. 
© Peter, or St. Paul, to the Satisfaction of the Con- 
« gregation or Meeting he belongs to: This, to 
them, ſeems to comprehend the Subſtance, of the | 
primitive Ordination in the Apoſtolic Age. And 
« by the ſame Means that a Perſon can diſtinguiſh 
his Vycation to the Miniſtry at firſt, he may diſ- 
cover his Call to the Exerciſe of his Gi? on any 
« particular Occaſion. And as there is a general 
« Diſtribution of divine Grace alike to Male and 
« Female, what hinders why they ſhould not both 
© have the like divine Miniſterial Miffion ? Eſpe- 
« cially as both Sexes are ſaid to be Partakers of 
the Enlargement of the Spirit, peculiar to the 
« Goſpel-times ; and Sr. Paul gives indiſcriminate 
Directions to both, how they are to behave them- 
« ſelves in their public Praying and Propheſying ; 
Which laſt Word, by his own direct Explanation, 
« is ſynonymous with Preaching, as both Terms 
_ © equally ſignify /peaking unto Men to Edification, Ex- 
«* hortation, and Comfort, Muſt, we then fay St. 
© Paul forgot himſelf, and contradiQts both the 
Voice of Reaſon, and clear Scripture, when he 
« prohibits women to Heal or teach in the Church? 
« By no Means: The ſeeming Inconſiſtency vaniſhes, 
when we recolle&, that it might eaſily happen 
« by the Example and Perſwaſion of the Jewi/ 
« Chriſtians, that the Gentile Churches might, by 
Degrees, have a Mixture of the Synagogue Form 
« of public Worſhip amongſt them, where it was 
© »ſual* for any reputable Perſon to diſpute, enquire, 
© or aſk queſtions ; Which Privilege the Corinthian 
« Women might think the Goſpel intitled them to ; 
« ſince ſome of them were apparently favoured with 
the kigheſt Gifts of the Spirit, as well as the Men; 


Fo ' X 5 


© but, in this Paul lets them know, that they were 
« miſtaken. His Phraſeology is clearly adapted to 
this conſtruction, as may be ſeen by turning to 
© x Cor. xiv. 34, 35+. and to which that Place in 
«* Timothy has a manifeſt Relation. It is admitted, 
that ſome unedifying or weak Men and Women 
« will, in this Age, intrude themſelves upon the 


14 ; 


« Church, as well as formerly, We find in the laſt 


« recited Chapter, that the highly inſpired Perſons 
of the Church of Corinth were reproved for Want 
of good Order; but, agreeable to the Example of 
the Apoſtles then, the Qzalers now do all that is 
« conſiſtent with the Peace of the Church to pre- 
| « ſerve a Jiying and wiſpotted Miniſtry, both by, 
[| private and public Admonition at their Meetings, 
of Miniſters and Elders; where, to the utmoſt 


I « of their Power, they diſcountenance all unbe- 

[ " © coming Tonnsor Gena! 
I But, contrary, io the Epiſcopalian Church, as 
5 the general Opinion of Cbriſtians, they believe that 

0 neither N ater-Bapliſm, nor Euchariſt, are neceſſary 
i 10 Salvation. For which they argue in this Man- 


ner: * Whatever is truly and properly a Goſpel 
« Ordinance, they deſire to own and practiſe: They 
« confeſs indeed the Practice of Jobn's Baptiſm, 
and the Supper, is to be found there; but Prac- 
«tice only is no Inſtitution, or ſufficient Reaſon of 
« Continuation. That they were then proper, they 
© believe, it being a Time of Infancy, when the 
{ «+ Myſteries of Truth lay yet couched, and folded 
| 


« up in Figures and Shadows,” as is acknowledged by 
« Proteſtants : But it is the Quakers Belief that no Fi- 
| « gures or Signs are perpetual, or of any new Inſtituti- 

on under the Goſpel-Adminiſtration, when CnrisT 
who is the Subſtance of them, is come; though 
this might have been indulged to young Con- 
| | _ © yerts in primitive Times, | becauſe of the Conde- 
il * ſcenſion of former Praftices 


£ It 


1 
t were to overthrow Goſpel-D laden, 
nch to mars the 2 Pe NE EffeR, 
do render 8 igns 7 and Figaxes of the he Native of the 
 *:Goſpel,. when is ird, i ritual, Ty eternal. 
= If it „ that they were bed after the Com- 
4 ang Canter, and his Aſcenſion too; they 
wer: were many Fewifh | 5 $ not ea 
< aboliſhed, as. Circumciſion, It 2 [7 ron 
to them that Water-Baptiſm 5 Jan and not 


_ * CypasT's; that Jes vs, never uſed. it; that. 
g Part of Pauls Com on, which, if it were 
98 1 and of Duration, would certainly 
Fe e been; and zun Wee is but one Basti, as 
=_ well as but ane Faith, and one Lord; and. that 
{4 .6 ought to be of the ſame Nature with 
wy the Kingdom, of which it is an Oxdinance, and 
that is ſpiritual.  'The ſame holds alſp as to the 
Supper, both alluding to old Fexvi/h. Practices, and 
A o uſed as a ſignißcation of a near and accompliſhing 
Work, wiz. the Subſtance they repreſented. , If 
any (ſay, But ns ier, commanded, that one of them 
„ e of bin; we alledge, 
.. * that he that ſaid fo, told his 7 alſo, * that 
©; © be quould came to. them a ' that | /ame ſhould. not 
15 8 e till they 3 bim coming in the King- 
ann; and that he that | dayelleth . nuith them, foould 
4 be an _ and that be ayould drink , no mere of this 
Fruit of tbe Vine, till be ſhould . drink it mew with 
len in the Kingdom , GOD: Which Kingdom is 
© avithin, as may be read in Late, He was the 
_ ©, heavenly;Bread. that they had not yet known, nor 
his . and Blood, as they were to know 
_ -*;them, 80 that though Onalsr was come io end 
_ + all Signs; yet till he was known to be the Sub- 
| * ſtance to the Squl, as the great Bread of Life from 
Heaven, Signs had their Service in them, to. ſbev- 
ny * firth, and bold in Hand, and in Remembrance of 
nner ; eſpecially to the People of that Day, 
* whoſe, Religion was attended with a Multitude of 
* Types, r and $igns of the, We 
Thing 


Thing 5. and 0b of all, CnRIs F manifeſted in 
bis e And that great Apoſtle Paul, ſays ex- 
 '« preſly of the Jexwi/s Obſervations, That they were 
«© Shadows of the god Things to come, ' but the Sub- 
© fancewwas of CHRIST, Bios It is; that the People 
4 called Duakers cannot be ſaid to deny them; t at 
is too hard a Word: But they, truly feelin 10 
t themſelves the very Thing, which outward 
ster, Bread and Wine, do nify, or point forth, 


[24431 


leave them off as "fulfilled in CurTsr, who 


ei in them the Hope of their Glory: And henceforth 


they have but one Lord, one Faith, 'one Baptiſm, one 
«© Bread, and but one Cup of Bleſſings; and that is 
< the New Wine of the Kiagdom of Gov, which is 


_ © qvithin. They further ſay, That as certain as 
'« Gop is infinitely and wiſe, ſo certain are 
© they, that he will oblige his Creatures to no Rules 
© as neceſſary to eternal Salvation, but what are 
| © fo plain, in all their Parts, that no thinking Man 
© 18 capable of miſunderſtanding them : Will our Fa- 
ther, which is in Heaven, lay Traps and Snares 


« forithe Perdition of his Creatures? When Gop 
made a Covenant with Abraham, reſpecting a 


| temporal Inheritance, Circumciſſon, the Sign of 
_ © that Covenant, was a Prefcription ſo plain, that 


no Man differed with his Neighbour about the 


« Senſe of it. But as Chriſtians er widely about 
the Nature and Adminiftration of the Sacraments ; 
© therefore they cannot be neceſſary to Salvation. 
The Benefit of theſe two Sacraments is, amongſt 
© Proteſtants, ſuppoſed to ariſe from their being 
| * Signs or Means, of receiving ſpiritual Grace, to 
l effect a Death unto Sin, and a new Birth unto 


« Righteouſneſs : But this ſpiritual Grace is freely 


© communicated without them, as appears from 


many Places of Scripture, the — Article 


of the Church, and divers Prayers in the Common- 
49 Prayer-Book.” As to divine Worſhip, the Qualers 
ſay, Since the Divine Grace is ſufficient, and 
0 * ready to open the Underſtanding, and ani- 


* mat 
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mate the AﬀeQions of all well-diſpoſed Perſons, ſo 


far as is needful to eſtabliſh them in Holineſs; - 


« Chriſtians would want little external Aſſiſtance 
in this Goſpel-Day of Light ng Knowledge, did 
they give due Attention to the Dictates of this fil! 
* /mall Voice in their Hearts: But the Cares and 
Concerns of this Life ſo much engage the Gene- 
« rality of Men, that they have but little Oppor- 
* tunity for Retirement; and therefore (were there 


| © noother) this is a ſubſtantial Reaſon for making 


© (at leaſt) one day in ſeven a general holy Sab- 
* bath, when, by diſengaging our Minds from all . 
* temporal , Concerns, with the greateſt Reverence 
and Humiliation, we may aſſemble, as in the All- 
ſeeing Preſence of the Divine Being, not ſo much 
© to know his Will, as to ſee whether we have done 
it, and ſtand approved in his Sight. In this com- 
« poſed awful Frame of Mind, the Divine Grace 
clearly ſets the true ſtate of our Souls before us, 
and is ready to help our Infirmities to addreſs the 


© Throne of Grace, according to our ſeveral Exi- 


* gencies,. and real Conditions, whether for Pardon. 


for paſt Sins, and Aſſiſtance againſt ſome diſorder- 


ly Paſſion, or in ſecret Praiſes and Thankſgivings 
both for the Mercies and Chaſtiſements of our Hea- 
©-venly Father. But the Weakneſs of our Frame 


is ſuch, that we find ſome Difficulty in being at all 


Times ſo well diſpoſed. as we ought; temporal 
Objects naturally cloud and ſtupify our Souls; and 


therefore Miniſters may be of Service ſemetimes, 
.© to ſtir up the pure Mind by Way of Remem- 


* brance-; to exhort and rebuke ſuch as forget 


© Gop, and reject the Reproofs of the inward Divine 
Monitor; and alfo to promote mental and private 


Prayer, by public Invocation, . But then they, 
think it clear, that this good Purpoſe is more ef- 
« fetually anſwered by a fervent Exhortation now- 


© and-then, from one who feels a Divine Impulſe on 


his Mind, ſeaſonably and ſuitably to admoniſh Men, 
: . i B 2. „ 33 * and: 
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©. tebnal Performances. © 


of Samaria, reſpecting public Worſhip; declares, © 


Form, is «nacceptable; and the'Worſhip' of the 


any where preſcribed by CHRIST, or his Apoſtles, 


a ture and Perfection of the Goſpel, which moſt 


Judgment of the primitive Church, as Barclay has 


rr 2 
. 


for introducing that harmle/5, glorious Way to this 


© anck to invoke the Divine Blefling ; than to be 
always diverted from this inward Exerciſe by er- 


+ 


Our Lok, in his Conference with the Woman 
that all outſide Devotion,  cottfined to Place and 


Mind or Spirit, enjoined with this moſt cogent 
« Reaſonz God t 4 Spirit, and they that worſhip 
« him muſt we at him in Spirit' and in Truth, This 
is apparently the true Deſeription of public Chrif- 
© tian Worſhipz and nothing like z Liturgy being 


it follows, that this is the Euerlaſting and moſt accep- 
« table Worſhip to Almighty Gov ; and that therefore 
« a ſufficient Degtee of the Divine Grace, for the 

Performance of public Devotion. will for ever 
be continued. They are moſt heartily for univer- 
« fat Liberty of Conſcience, agreeable to Propofi- 
tion XIV. in Barclay, which affirms that he Power 
© of the civil Magiſtrate doth not extend to Matters 
purely religious and pertaining to the'Conſtience. They 
«. diſapprove of War, as inconfiftent with the Na- 


« eminently conſiſts in Peace, Love and Forgiveneſs, 
as predicted and deſcribed by the Evangelical 
Prophets 7/aiah and Micah, and confirmed by the 


made appear. And fince ſo peateable a State is 
both propheſied of, and promifed as the 42 
« pineſs of the latter Times; let not this People be 
thought 4% E/, or inconfiftent with Government, 


« diftrated World; but rather as ati i/llu/rious Ex- 
« ample, leading from War to univerſal Peace, and 
«which has an apparent Tendeney to reduce the 
© World to a' Family of Love, even almoſt to a 

_ *Paradife again. Though the various Chriſtian 
Nations are now ſo diſordered, that, in ſome 
bs Countries, 


| i [ 17 ] : 
Countries, defenſive War ſeems neceflary to them 
© in ſome important Caſes ; yet the believe 
s that CHRAIsT, the bleſſed Shepherd of bis Flock, 
« will ever pre/erve. the faithful Followers of his 
« Meekneſs, and Diſeiples of his peaceable and for- 
« giving Doctrine. They alſo think thoſe Words 
_ << of CunisT, Scwear not at all, amount to a Prohi- 
< bition of ſolemn, as well as profane Swearing : 
„So that it is for Chriſt's Sake, that they cannot 
«ſwear, who is the Truth, and has taught them to 
« ſpeak the Truth without an Oath. The Go- 
«-yernment accepting their /olemn Afirmations inſtead 
of an Oath, they» readily ſubmit to the ſame Pu- 
«-niſhment, in Caſe of Untruth, that is due by law 
to Perjury. They believe Magiſtracy to be an 
_ © Ordinance of Gov, and that he that ruleth well is 
« worthy of double Honour, and deſerves to be 
much valued and eſteemed : And the ſureſt Token 
« of Reſpect we can ſhew to Magiſtrates is chearfully 
« obeying all juſt Laws under their Government, 
and cauſing their Burden, or Charge, to ſit light 
upon their Shoulders. And though they do not 
pull off their Hats, or uſe Forms of Salutations ; : 
yet they treat all men with Seriouſneſs and Gen- 
< tleneſs, though it be with Plainneſs, and their 
« Superiors with a modeſt and awful Diſtance. This 
is honouring of Government and Governors, and 
© not empty Titles, ſervile and fantaſtic Geſtures, . 
«infincere or unmeaning Forms, of Salutation. 
And to ſhew that they are a People that love Order 
« and good Government, they carefull gu it 
© amongſt themſelves : For their Maathiy Meetings, 
ain the Country, are often compoſed of ſeveral : 


« ſingle Congregations, called Particular Meetings : 


Theſe particular Meetings fend Repreſentarives a 
«to their Monthly meeting, who are to report the 
State and Exigencies of their Meetings, and 
bring back Inſtructions to their next preparative : 
« Mzting, as it is called, from their preparing, col-: 
lecting and * the Affairs of each particular 
1 Meeting 
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Meeting in fit Order to be laid before: the next 
Monthly Meeting. In every particular Meeting 
two or more of the moſt elderly, ſenſible, and 

« exemplary Men, are generally appointed to over- 
.* ſee the Flock, to admoniſh and reprove, on Oc- 
caſion; who are therefore called Elders. Before 


they enter upon Buſineſs at their Monthly Meet- 


.* ings, they commonly fit ſometimes in ſolemn 
Meditation, and ſometimes one or more of their 


« Miniſters have a ſeaſonable Word of Exhortation 
to the Congregation. When Worſhip is conclud- 


| © ed, after the Minutes of the laſt Monthly Meet- 
ing are conſidered, every particular Meeting is 
called upon, to declare their particular Exigen- 


« cies; which are alſo duly conſidered. The ge- 


_ © neral Heads of the Buſineſs of Monthly Meetings 
are the Poor, Orderly Walking, Integrity to their 
* Profeſſien, Births, Marriages, Burials, Certificates, 
© Sufferings, &c. 5 - * 


„Their quarterly Meetings are generally held at | 


the Capital of. the County. Theſe Meetings con- 
_ © ſift of the Repreſentatives ſent from their ſeveral 
Monthly Meetings, who are to give an Account of 
© the State of thoſe Meetings; after which the Ex- 
_< igencies of every Monthly Meeting are duly cen- 


« ſidered, and proper Expedients provided. The 


© Yearly-Meeting is always held in London in Whit- 


* /an-Week, for no other Reaſon than becauſe it is 


.* a well-known and ſuitable Time of the Year for 


the Brethren to come together from all. Parts, 
This Meeting is compoſed of the County Repre- 


< ſentatives ſent from the Quarterly-Meetings, City 
and County Correſpondents and Miniſters, with 
* Deputies from Ireland and Scotland. Here the Re- 
ports of the Repreſentatives ſexy the State of the 


« Society throughout the. World, and proper Meaſures 

« are concerted for every Emergency. This is a 

« moſt edifying Time,. becauſe it. generally brings 
- 113 CD £546. 
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to the City their moſt eminent Miniſters and Ek 
ders from all Parts. Their Meeting is concluded 


« with a printed Epiſtle, ſetting forth the State of 
«© the Society, with ſome ſeaſonable Advice; the 
« general Paragraphs of which are; Parents and 
«© Maſters to excite their Families to the diligent 
© Reading of the Holy Scriptures ; that they dili- 
« gently attend the Meetings for Worſhip; that 


they wait upon the Lox in Silence, in order to 
have a true Reliſh and Savour of the Miniſtry 
b of thoſe, who are rightly concerned by the ſame 
Fpirit, to labour in Word and Doctrine amongſt 
« them; that they maintain their Chriſtian Teſti- 
« mony againſt Tythes, and forced Maintenance of 
« Miniſters; that they be careful not to defraud 


« the King of his Cuſtoms, Duties, or Exciſe, and 


to avoid dealing in Goods ſuſpeQed to be run; 
that a Spirit of Love and Humility may more and 


more diffuſe itſelf amongſt them, and influence the 


Hearts of all; they are exhorted to Peace, and 
mutual Forgiveneſs, and right Conduct towards 
others. Diſorderly Walkers and Backſliders are _ 
dealt with according to the Nature of the Caſe. 


If neither private Admonition, nor the Admoni- 


tion of the particular Meeting, has the deſired Ef- 
« fe, to reclaim the Offender, he is complained 
© of to the Monthly Meeting, where again he is in- _ 
© treated in Love to amend his Ways. But if no 
« ſufficient Tokens of Amendment appear in ſome 
© Months after, or that the Offence be groſs, the 
particular Meeting he belongs to, is uſually direct- 
3 ed to draw up a Teftimonia | of Denial againſt him, | 


* and preſent it to the next Monthly Meeting; 
« which, when approved of, is generally ſigned 


aby the Clerk in Behalf of the Meeting. Theſe 


Papers of Denial are to be read in the Meeting the 


Defaulter belongs to, at the Concluſion of their 


« Worſhip; and Copies thereof diſperſed, as the 


« Occafion may require, that the Public may be 


« ſatisfied, that the Society by no means * 
| | * 
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«of the Conduct of ſuch unworthy Men. The fol- 
*-lowing is a Copy of one againſt a Perſon for de- 


_ «© frauding his Creditors :* Since this moral Precept 
of our LoeD, to do by others as we would be done 


unto, 7s ſuch a main Part of 8 as, with- 
out the due Obſervation thereof, all the moſt ſpecious. 
Shews of Religion will avail us nothing; it becomes 


the indiſpenſable Duty of Chriſtians in all Ages, as 


much as in them lies, to fee that their Afembl es are 


compoſed of ſuch Men, whoſe upright Carriage in their 
outwuard Dealings demonſtrates, that they are ſincere 


Diſciples of Ius us CrrisT. And inaſmuch as we 


find on due Enquiry and Examination that M. N. has 


been difregardful of this Plain and principal. Law of. our. 
Divine Lawgiver, by not delivering up his Effects 


among ft his Creditors in due Time, to thtir * In- 


fury, and very great Diſcontent, as the Waſte of bis 
Subſtance was intirely owing to Careleſneſs and Ex- 
travagancy ; which Condutt he perfettly knew was | 


40% quite-contrary to the good Inftruftions, and whole- - 
. Jeme Diſcipline, fo piouſly and wiſely recommended and 


ſettled by our worthy Elders now at Reft ; we therefore, 
from a juſt Abhorrence o 4 Juch Unrighteouſneſs, hereby 
declare, that henceforth wwe do not account him a 

Member of our Chriſtian Church, until he fhew fach 
Tokens of Repentance, as fhall bear due Proportion to. 
his Offence, which wwe ſoncerely defire. * There lies 


an Appeal from the Monthly Meeting to the. 


© Quarterly Meeting, and from this to the Yearly. 
„Meeting; for if a Man be denied by a Monthly 
„Meeting, either for Diforderly Walking, or on 
« Civil Caſes, or not ſubmitting Matters in Diffe- 
© rence with another to Arbitration, but. 1 : 
without Conſent of the Meeting, go to Law; 
„if an Award be- made, and one of the Parties 
« will not abide by it; in ſach-like Caſes the Per- 
ſon, who thinks himſelf aggrieved by. the Jadg- 
ment of the ſubordinate- Meetings gs, has a Right 
to * to the Nearly Mitting at London, whe - 
"> 
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the Caſe comes before a Committee of twelve, 
© which is always a changeable Committee, and in 


which all the Counties take their Turn; the Re- 


« preſentatives of that County, againſt whom an 
Appeal lies, being excluded. If either Party 
intimate a Diſſatisfaction with what the Com- 
* mittee has done, the Caſe is again confidered, 
« either before a larger Committee, or the whol 
Meeting, whoſe ] nt is final.” _ 1 


Cusrous.] As a Preſervative againft Pride, 
« Superfluity, or extravagancy, the Quaters think 
jt beſt to keep nearly to one plain, decent Habit 
in their Apparel; a Deſire after Variety, and 


new Faſhions, being apt to engage the Mind too 


much about the outward adorning, to the Neglect 


of what is more worthy, he Cultivation of goo 


of 
moral Habits, ſuch as the moſt valuable adorning 
« of a meth and quiet Shiri. which is, in the Sight of 


_ © Gov, of great Price: They alſo look upon Mourn-- 
ing Habits to be no better at Bottom than diſguiſed 


Pride and Pomp, frequently uſed where no real 


Sorrow is; and they eſteem the moſt certain 


Token of Reſpect towards our departed Friends, 
* 1s to love and cheriſh thoſe they loved, and by 

our whole Deportment to demonſtrate, that we 
really revere their Memory. They diſapprove, 
for the like Reaſons, of all coſtly Furniture of 
© Houſes, luxurious Tables, Sports, Plays, and 
« drinking Healths 5 which laſt, has an evident 
Tendeney to exceflive Drinking, to Quarrels, 


and Flattery. When two Perſons declare their 


© Intentions of Marriage before a Monthly Meet- 
© ing, theſe Queſtions. are put: Are you clear of 
© all others, and have you the Conſent of your 


Parents or Friends concerned? To which if they 


cannot anſwer in the Affirmative, an intire flop - 
is put to their Proceedings. And, however full 
in the Affirmative their Anſwer may be, their 
Parents muſt either Perſonally or by a duly wit- 


ane 
« nefled - Certificate, confirm their Anſwer. And 
the Meeting alfo frequently appoints. wo Men, 
and two Women, to make due Enquiry concern- - 
ing their Clearneſs from all others, and make 


Report thereof to the next Monthly Meeting; 


* when, if no ſufficient Reaſon appears to the con- 


© trary, they have Conſent to proceed, by appoint- 


ing a Meeting for the Solemnization of their 


98 Marriage when they pleaſe; 3 and two Perſons are 


« nominated to attend it, to ſee that good Order 


© be kept, and make Report thereof to the next 


: Monthly having. Fe, i 85 9 
oy When the Day of Ry 15 come, «Hh uſu- | 


ally fit in the moſt conſpicuous Place of the Meet- 
ing, with their Relations and Friends about 


them. After ſome Time for ſolemn Meditation 
« on the important Contract they are going to enter 
into with each other, and perhaps after a ſeaſon- 
© able Exhortation and Prayer by one or more of 
* the Miniſters, they ſtand up and take each other - 
by the Hand in a ſolemn Manner, and the Man 
* audibly declares to this Purpoſe : Friends, in the 
Fear of the Lok o, and in the Preſence of this Am 
« bly, whom 1 defire to be my Witneſſes, I take this my 
Friend. M. N. to be my Wife, promiſing through 
© Divine Aſſiſtance to be unto her a loving and faithful 


'* Huſband, till Death ſeparate us. Then the Woman 


makes the like Declaration. After which one 
audibly reads a Certificate, ſetting forth the afore- 
* ſaid orderly Proceedings of this Couple at the 
Monthly Meetings, and the ſolemn Words of the 
Marriage- Contract; to which the new - married 


NY People ſet their Hands firſt, and then (as Wit- 


* neſſes) their near Relations and Friends, with as 
many of the Congregation as pleaſe. The Ori- 
ginal belongs to the Bride and Bridegroom; but a 
true Copy is to be regiſtered in the Monthly Meet- 
« ing Books. Parents name their own Children ; 
and, *.. Aa me have a printed Certificate ſet- 
4 ing 


| * 
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ting forth the Names of the Parents and Child, with 
the Time of its Birth, which is figned by the Mid- 
wife, and ſome of the company preſent; which Cer. 
_ © tificate is filed in the proper Meeting, and alſo a fair 
Copy entered in the Book of Births. Their Bu- 
_ © nals are alſo regiſtered with like Care. In con- 
_ * ducting a Funeral, if it be not otherwiſe incon- 
_«/yement, the Body of the Deceaſed is frequently 
carried to a Meeting-Houſe, where probably ſome 
_ © of their Miniſters preach to the Congregation. 


After which, the Corpſe, which is always laid 
iin a plain Coffin, is generally carried to the Grave 
© by {ach as come to pay their laſt Office of Love to 
_ © their departed Friend. At the Ground, the 
' © Corpſe being ſet down by the Grave-ſide, in ſo- 
_ © Jemn Silence, they pauſe a while before they in- 
ter it, that the Minds of the Spectators may be 
_ © the more deeply touched with a ſenſe of their ap- 
« proaching Exit, and their future State. And 
.* ſometimes alſo here again a Miniſter has a ſea- 
ſonable Word of Exhortation to the Auditory. 


The foregoing Account of the People called 
Quakers is taken from Randall's Syſtem of Geogra- 
phy, printed in 1744; and recommended, in a few 
Lines prefixed, by T. Simpſan of the Royal Acade- 
my at Woekwich. . e 


Concerning Rhode Hand he obſerves, The Peo- 
za ple are very free in Reſpect to Religion; the Qua- 

« kers are the moſt conſiderable: Every Profeſſion 
of Religion, that is for maintaining a Preacher, 
does it voluntarily by Contribution or Subſerip- - 
tion, there being no eſtabliſhed Maintenance for 


the Miniſtry of any Perſuaſion. 


| Concerning Penfilvania he obſerves, * The Nati- 
« onal Religion is General Chriſtianity ; for by the 
Charter of Privileges dated the 28th of Oclober 
I | * | : | 73 TIPS * 1701 


3 Pr) 4 
un..... 


* 


r 


—— OTE ad 


VF, eg. 


= Pe: . * of abliſbed aba an Eucourugumint 10 —_ 


D d aubich auc luden #0 lier feen . 


+ Yo alt 8 255 f <7 
” ; * 2 ; 254 * $37; = * EY * * 1 | 7 
Eu D 1 | 


44 1701, — ſolemnly D 40 2 b. 

- *'habitants of Province 

original Patentee, 2 2 e 2 
e to reg nfrt 4 22 i. 4 


J 


A * eg Capatity both legiflativ 
1 en ſolemuly 2 . 
923 4 „ as 
rs « the Prg etary an 

NES: 15 ar — natural Reſult © of the 


forts 
eden of bud ing Sentiments in religious" 
85 5 The ertenſtve Humanity of - 5 


. - 1P-Porſuaflons do go W feine clone 85 


* 4 


4 
: 


5 6%, £4 
” 75 WW LTH 


i * 4 Dy at 
* 0 I * * 4 - : A Sir * 4 ; * 
1 x $: . N ' k IF. ! 


I "=" . - * 8 J 8 9 3 3 4 p IO * Lv +. %, 
# $ „ SEL Tu BR Eau: > ** 5 
N * * E * 4 v - 4 % . 1 «rr x i 


es on . 7 x 7 FLEA 
* 


